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The exhibition is one of the possible journeys 
of discovery of a territory that has the ability 

of continuously reinventing itself: and not only 
from a territorial latitude, but also in the field of 
contemporary arts. Starting from a privileged 
quadrilateral of important places of art that in 
2017, under the acronym ACAMM, had given 
rise to the prestigious System of Museums 
and Cultural Heritage of Aliano, Castronuovo 
Sant’Andrea, Moliterno and Montemurro. The 
first cultural belt that aimed at the time to 
strengthen synergies in the Lucanian territory, 
in particular in the Val d’Agri area where these 
four towns still create a luminous quadrangle, 
the exhibition offers a creative cross-section 
in which nature and culture, landscape and 
artifice meet (and merge) to gradually give life 
to approaching fantasies, to adherences, to 
special projects, to profound dialogues where 
the original leaves room for originality.
     

The Curator 
Antonello Tolve

What we propose with the exhibition Dentro il 
paesaggio. Arte del ‘900 nella Basilicata interna 

(Inside the Landscape. Art of the 20th century in inland 
Basilicata) is an emotional experience of discovery and 
growth, which opens in the spaces of Palace Medici 
Riccardi and is completed in an area that is both remote 
and close at hand, a corner of Lucania that has woven, 
over the years, direct and primary relationships with 
contemporary Italian culture. Matera and its urban 
palingenesis represent only one part, the best known, 
of the relationship between Basilicata and the world of 
artistic creativity. Not far from the spotlight of the city 
that has redeemed its destiny by becoming a European 
cultural capital, there is an area in which landscape, 
villages and places of culture dialogue in a syncretic and 
original way, translating, for the traveller, into sensations 
at once delicate and profound. 

It is an area that stretches between the Pollino and Val 
D’Agri-Appennino Lucano-Lagonegrese National Parks, 
as far as the ‘lunar’ calanchi (badlands) reserve. In spite of 
their geographical marginality, these places have exerted 
a peculiar magnetism on the artists and intellectuals of 
the last century who, perhaps because of this ‘remote’ 
dimension, allowed themselves to be contaminated by 
an expressive beauty that is still perceptible and alive 
today. In the towns of Aliano, Castronuovo Sant’Andrea, 
Moliterno and Montemurro, in museum centres 
preserved in houses of historic architecture organic 
to a village that is in turn organic to an environmental 
landscape context, there are surprising artistic heritages. 
They are active testimonies of a relationship that is still 
possible between people and the work of art, and between 
the work of art and the surrounding environment; here 
man can become, almost without realising it, part of the 
artistic and emotional experience, in a reciprocity that 
develops by walking and observing and that can bring 
inner enrichment. 

Basilicata exerts this fascination, among forests, lakes, 
rivers, mountains and seas. A landscape that welcomes 
and inspires artistic projects revealing the role of a region 
yet to be discovered.

General Director of APT Basilicata 
Antonio Nicoletti
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| Alongside the open-air museum of the Calanchi and the 
prestigious Paul Russotto Museum, where it is possible 

to admire the works of a historical interpreter of American 
abstract expressionism deeply tied to Lucania (his mother, 
Margherita Sarli, was originally from Aliano), the MuA 
proposes a not-to-be-missed visit to Carlo Levi’s house 
of confinement, discreetly restored with a technological 
approach (an emotional itinerary that is completed on the 
terrace of the house, where three painting corners inspired 
by the surrounding landscape have been set up), which is 
completed in the Pinacoteca Carlo Levi, a small museum 
that collects letters, documents and drawings relating to 
the confinement of the Turin doctor, writer and painter in 
Aliano. 
Here, particularly interesting are the original lithographs, 
donated by Levi himself, of Christ Stopped at Eboli.

MuA
Musei Aliano
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| Set up in 2008, the Leonardo Sinisgalli Foundation 
reflects the polycentric interests of a curious man who 

always frequented, with great ease, the fields of poetry 
and mathematics, advertising graphics and radio, cinema 
and art criticism, architecture and drawing. The beating 
heart of the Foundation’s activities is the Casa delle Muse, 
located in front of the small house where Leonardo Sinisgalli 
was born in 1908 and on the wall of which it is possible to 
read, in capital letters, the verses of his most famous poem 
(Monete rosse) dedicated to the game of “battimuro”. In 
the building, purchased by Sinisgalli’s father in 1920 on his 
return from America, it is possible to visit the Room of the 
Artist Friends (with drawings and watercolours by Turcato, 
Cantatore, Guerrini, Caruso, Leone and Gentilini), The Foyer 
of Affections (with memorial and poetic texts, photographs, 
various objects and utensils), the Leonardo Hall (with an 
exhibition of 70 original and rare volumes, as well as the 
covers of the company magazines), the Sinisgalli Library (with 
its 4,000 books, the typewriter, Maria Padula’s oil portrait, 
advertisements and drawings), the Vincenzo Sinisgalli Hall 
(used for temporary exhibitions and projects that always 
match Sinisgalli’s versatility).

Fondazione Leonardo Sinisgalli
Montemurro

Leonardo Sinisgalli

| The network of museums offered in Moliterno by the 
MAM - the Michele Tedesco and Lucanian 19th century 

Museum, the Lucanian 20th century Museum, the 
Museum of Landscape, the Riccardo Dalisi Museum, 
the Museum of Ceramics, the Museum of Modern Art, 
the Museum of Contemporary Art and the Angela Aiello 
Library - is spread throughout the town to offer an exciting 
walk to discover refined landscape views and important 
points of view on modern and contemporary art in Basilicata, 
Campania and the world. Specifically, it is a large collection, 
commissioned by Gianfranco Aiello, ranging from early 
19th century landscape to informal art, from the splendid 
and incomparable Vietrese ceramics (the Germans, Guido 
Gambone and the Procida brothers) to the divisionist, from 
the Posillipo school to a whole series of Grand Tour painters, 
from the great names of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries in Lucania to the incomparable work of Michele 
Tedesco such as “La morte del cardellino” (1872) and “Segreta 
attesa” (1863), whose famous artist’s notebooks can also be 
admired.

MAM
Musei Aiello Moliterno

Riccardo Dalisi

|The Museum Complex of Castronuovo Sant’Andrea 
currently comprises a pentagon of spaces where works, 

documents, rare and precious books are preserved and 
exhibited. Alongside the Museum of the Life and Works 
of Sant’Andrea Avellino (a fellow traveller of Saint Charles 
Borromeo and Saint Filippo Neri) and the formidable 
Alessandro Appella Municipal Library, which today 
boasts a varied heritage of 80 thousand volumes, there 
is the Guido Strazza Museum-Atelier for Engraving, 
the Kengiro Azuma Atelier and the Vanni Scheiwiller 
International Crib Museum, which opens radically into 
the village to offer an engaging walk. The jewel in the 
town’s crown is the MIG | Museo Internazionale della 
Grafica, with an endowment of graphic works by the best 
contemporary artists, both Italian and foreign, necessary 
to cover all the currents and groups that have crossed the 
20th century, without forgetting the best Lucanian artists 
useful for highlighting the identity of the area. The MIG 
currently possesses an important collection of more than 
2,500 sheets, collected over the years thanks to precious 
donations (the latest, in order of time, being those of Nino 
Ricci, the children of Leonardo Castellani, Luciana Gentilini, 
Rinalda Ciarrocchi, Lucio del Pezzo, the children of Dario 
Micacchi, Sergio Cereda, Vincenzo Gaetaniello, Enrico Della 
Torre, Renato Bruscaglia, etc.) and numerous bequests from 
artists who have been guests of the Museum at various 
events organised from 2011 to the present day.

Polo Museale 
Castronuovo Sant’Andrea

P
ie

tr
o

 C
o

n
sa

g
ra


